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Disasters, by nature, pose complex problems involving multiple, interdependent tasks which must be solved in a highly disrupted environment.  Effectively responding to these problems typically requires extensive coordination at both the individual and organizational levels, leading to the emergence of communication, collaboration, and assistance networks among responding entities.  In this talk, I discuss recent work on emergent networks during disasters, with an emphasis on what these networks can tell us about the factors that do -- or do not -- seem to drive interaction in disrupted settings.  Some broader implications for planning and and practice will also be discussed.
